


2b New Aggregate/Fill Material–Assurance  
on properties of material including Pyrites 
Michael Byrne– Chair NSAI Aggregates Committee
A full set of Irish/European Standards and Irish 
application documents now exist. What should  
the contractor look for in the specification,  
when ordering and proof of delivery.

3  New Part ‘L’ Building Regulations
The revised part ‘L’ brings new tighter requirements 
on a range of energy efficient characteristics of the 
new build. This will include energy from renewable 
sources and greater emphases on detailing. It will 
impact also on operator skills, snagging lists  
and ‘right first time’ criteria.    

3a Air Tightness Testing 
Fran Mackey, NSAI
The new part ‘L‘ includes requirements to test a 
sample of structures for ‘Air Tightness’. A certified 
supplier for ‘Air Tightness Testing’ will ensure 
integrity of testing operation and test results. 

3b Accreditation Construction Details 
Fergal O’Byrne, NSAI
Specific details on house construction details  
have just been published by the Department of the 
Environment. This is available on the Department 
of Environment website. Adhering to these details 
will allow a construction company to prove the 
application of ‘Best Practice’ in relation to energy 
conservation. The contractor must ensure conformity 
with these or equivalent. This will impact on training 
of tradesmen and other operatives, snagging  
and internal audits to ensure conformity. 

1  Management Systems 
1a New ISO 9001:2008  

Quality Management System  
Fergal O’Byrne, NSAI
ISO 9001:2000 is set for changes with a  
ISO 9001:2008 version soon to be published.  
The workshop will deal with the changes to ISO 9001 
and the CQAI/NSAI time frame for upgrade.

1b Integrating Management Systems  
ISO 14001, OHAS 18001 or Safe-T-Cert  
and ISO 9001 
Ronan Bairead, NSAI
Increasingly companies are seeking certification to 
Quality, Environment and Health & Safety systems. 
The challenge is to integrate these systems within 
the organisation to ensure simplicity of operation, 
cost savings and effectiveness of application.
This may also help in pre-qualification requirement 
for state and other major client tendering activity.

1c Safe-T-Cert 
Aidan Burke, C.I.F
A major challenge for any company is to ensure that 
health and safety risks are well managed on site.  
This session will address the construction sector 
specific Occupational Health & Safety Management 
system, called Safe-T-Cert.  

2  Other Related Supplier Certifications
2a Ready-Mix Concrete I.S. EN 206,  

Maintaining Exposure Class on Site 
Fergal O’Byrne, NSAI
Delivery to site from certified Ready-Mix plants 
should mean that on-site testing is a thing of  
the past. So what should the contractor look for?  
At specification stage, when ordering, or at point  
of delivery. The requirements for proof of delivery 
and maintaining the characteristics of the product  
are essential.

3c Building Energy Rating 
Joe Durkan, SEI
A Building Energy Rating is an objective scale of 
comparison for the energy performance of a building 
ranging from A1 to G. BER certificates are now 
compulsory for the majority of new homes. From  
1st January 2009, a BER certificate will be required 
when buying or renting all homes, new or old.
The official method for carrying out a BER for 
a dwelling is the Dwelling Energy Assessment 
Procedure (DEAP). It consists of step-by-step 
calculations within a series of individual modules. 
The modules deal with ventilation (including 
air tightness), heat losses, domestic hot water, 
internal heat gains, solar heat gains, mean internal 
temperature, space heat use, space heating 
requirements, total energy use and fuel costs, 
energy emissions and costs. The calculations 
emerging from these modules are combined to 
produce an overall calculation of annual energy 
demand and CO2 emissions. The dwelling is then 
given a rating on a scale of A1 (best) to G (worst).

4 Fire Alarm Certification to I.S.3218	
Fran Mackey, NSAI
The integrity of a fire certificate is dependant  
on the competence of the commissioning of the 
system. This scheme offers commissioner of fire 
systems an opportunity for external certification. 

5 �On-site Timber Frame 
Certification Scheme
Bob Davis, NSAI
NSAI Timber Frame Manufactures Approval scheme 
has provided certification for the factory produced 
product for some time. The soon to be published 
new standard I.S. 440 ‘Timber Frame Dwellings’ 
introduces requirements for a chain of certification 
from structural design, to manufacture, to site 
erection. A new national registration scheme for 
timber frame contract erectors is being introduced 
which includes requirements for training, on-site 
quality control and NSAI audit inspections.


